
ENGLISH 110 Syllabus Summer 2021 

Writing Process 

  
Professor Suzan A. Pigford 

SPigford@Coker.edu 

Office hours: available by appointment 

  
Course Description: 
ENG 110 introduces students to the fundamentals of writing. Through several short papers and 
writing projects, students learn the basic process of composing: inventing, planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, and proofreading. Students receive instruction in the fundamentals of writing 
sentences and paragraphs through personalized attention, peer reviews, and mandatory 
conferences with the instructor and a tutor. Enrollment is limited to ten students. In order to 
complete this required class, students must have a grade of C or higher in the course and earn a 
grade of C- on the final exam.  
  
Course Texts: 

Kirszner, Laurie G, and Stephen R. Mandell, eds. Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader 

and Guide. 15th ed. 
New York: St. Martin's Press, 2021. 

  

 Access for Patterns for College Writing  
• The course fee for the e-book Patterns for College Writing for ENG 110 W5 is $35.00. 

If you were to purchase a new print copy of Patterns for College Writing on your 
own from the store it would total $87.00. 

• The deadline to opt out is June 1st. When you opt out the fee will be removed from 
your student account. If you opt back in it is added back to your account.  

• Materials are available by selecting CONTENT in the left menu and then selecting 
the textbook title. There is a class fee for the materials attached to your tuition. You 
do have the ability to opt out once you click on the class material link if you wish to 
purchase the materials on your own. 

  
  
ENG 110 Outcomes 

Adapted from the Writing Program Administrators Outcomes Statement (2014) 

  
Rhetorical Knowledge 

By the end of ENG 110, students should 

• Gain experience reading and composing in several genres to understand how genre 
conventions shape and are shaped by readers’ and writers’ practices and purposes 

• Match the capacities of different environments (e.g., print and electronic) to varying 
rhetorical situations 

Critical Thinking, Reading, and Composing   
By the end of ENG 110, students should 

• Use composing and reading for inquiry, learning, critical thinking, and communicating 

• Read a diverse range of texts, attending especially to relationships between assertion and 
evidence, to patterns of organization, to the interplay between verbal and nonverbal 
elements, and to how these features function for different audiences and situations 



• Use strategies—such as interpretation, response, critique, and design/redesign—to 
compose texts that integrate the writer's ideas with those from appropriate sources 

Processes 

By the end of ENG 110, students should 

• Develop a writing project through multiple drafts 

• Develop flexible strategies for reading, drafting, reviewing, collaborating, revising, 
rewriting, rereading, and editing 

• Use composing processes and tools as a means to discover and reconsider ideas 

• Learn to give and to act on productive feedback to works in progress   
• Reflect on the development of composing practices and how those practices influence their 

work 

Knowledge of Conventions 

By the end of ENG 110, students should 

• Develop knowledge of linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling, 
through practice in composing and revising 

• Understand why genre conventions for structure, paragraphing, tone, and mechanics vary 

• Learn common formats and/or design features for different kinds of texts 

• Explore the concepts of intellectual property (such as fair use and copyright) that motivate 
documentation conventions 

• Practice applying citation conventions systematically in their own work 

  
Written assignments: 

• 4 papers (out-of-class) 

• paper lengths: 2-3 pages, 3-4 pages, 4-5 pages 

• should include an analysis paper and must include an argument paper 

• drafts and revisions 

• mandatory conferences with instructor for each paper 

• Final exam 

  
Course Policies: 
  
Paper formatting; late papers/missing work: 
All work should be submitted using MLA format. Late submissions will be allowed one class period 
if pre-approved by professor. If a major writing assignment is not submitted, the student will 
receive a grade of 0 and fail the course. 
  
Grade Breakdown: 
Conference Attendance               15% 

On-line skills practice                  15% 

Discussion Form/Participation   15% 

Assigned Essays                         40% 

Final Exam                                   15% 

DISCUSSION RULES: Be sure to post an initial response for up to 60% of the 100 possible. The remaining 
40% will come directly from the thoroughness of responses to at least 2 classmates' initial posts. Initial 
posts are typically around 250-300 words and responses are usually 150-200 words. The only time the 
initial post will not be graded considering word length will be Week 1's video post. You must still 
consider length when responding to your classmates' videos, though.   
  
Evaluation: 



Comments on written work will consider the following aspects of writing in the context of the 
specific assignment:  purpose, content, expression, organization, development of ideas, mechanics, 
and maturity of thought. 
  
“A” (90-100) Writing attempts and is successful in achieving a sophisticated and original 
discussion.  The thesis reflects complexity of thought and is thoroughly developed in the 
discussion.  Style is creative and suited to the discussion. 
  
“B” (80-89) Writing attempts original thesis and discussion with uneven success. The essay shows 
some complexity of ideas, though it may not maintain the same degree of complication 
throughout.  Overall, this is a very carefully written paper—especially mechanics. 
  

“C” (70-79) Writing meets requirements adequately—that is, there is a thesis with explanation and 
some support.  Mechanics are sound, though there may be errors.  Problems: fullness of 
explanation; apt examples. 
  

“D” (60-69) Writing fails to meet the minimum requirements of the assignment. There is an 
incoherent discussion and serious problems at the sentence level. Nevertheless, the writer 
demonstrates an attempt to fulfill the assignment. 
  
“F” (below 60) Writing fails to meet the requirements of the assignment. The writing is incoherent 
and there are unacceptable problems at the sentence level. The writer does not seem to have made 
an attempt to fulfill the requirements of the assignment. 
  
“D” and “F” papers will be considered unsatisfactory for college-level writing. 
  
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 

(From the Coker College Student Handbook) 
  
“Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, cheating, or failing to appropriately cite sources.  Any 
form of academic dishonesty is wholly incompatible with the Code of Student Responsibility, the 
Mission of the College, and generally understood standards of ethical academic behavior.  Academic 
dishonesty is among the most serious of violations that might be committed at the College; for that 
reason, penalties for academic dishonesty may include suspension or expulsion from the College.” 
  
“Plagiarism: A student guilty of plagiarism when he/she submits work purporting to be his/her 
own, but which in fact borrows ideas, organization, wording, or anything else from other sources—
a published article, a chapter of a book, a friend's paper, etc.--without appropriate source 
acknowledgment.  Plagiarism, as a form of cheating, also includes employing or allowing another 
person to alter or revise the academic work the student submits as his/her own.  Students may 
generally discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor,  but the student 
alone must do the actual work.  When an assignment involves research with outside sources of 
information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what they are, and where and how 
he/she employed them.” 
  
Disability Assistance: 

(From the Coker College Student Handbook) 
Reasonable accommodations will be provided for qualified students with documented physical, 
sensory, learning or psychiatric disabilities that require assistance to fully participate in this class. If 



a student has a disability that will likely need some accommodation by the instructor, the student 
should contact Robin Richardson in the Learning Support Services Office (ext. 8021, 
rrichardson@coker.edu) to provide the necessary documentation. No accommodations can be 
made without documentation from LSS.  The student is solely responsible for contacting Robin 
Richardson. 

 


